Tri-Parish News
January, February and March 2019
The Roman Catholic
Communities of

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. in Immaculate Conception Church in Heatherton
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in Ste. Croix Church in Pomquet
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. in St. Andrew Church in St. Andrew’s

Immaculate Conception,
Heatherton

~ Mass Schedule ~
Check dates and times for this week

St. Andrew,
St. Andrew’s
Ste. Croix,
Pomquet
6 January 2019
Epiphany of the Lord
Contact Information

Parish Office
Phone: 902-386-2810
Fax: 902-386-2183
Box 24, Heatherton
42 Summerside Road,
Heatherton, B0H 1R0
Monday to Fridays
9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Emails
3catholic@gmail.com
(this is for the parish office)

Fr. Andrew Gillies
902-863-4846
fr.gillies@yahoo.ca
(this is for private e-mails)

Deacon Art Riley
902-870-6379
rileyryn@hotmail.com

Pat MacLean
pat3catholic@gmail.com

Jolene Chisholm
jolene3catholic@gmail.com

Website
www.triparishgrouping.ca

Facebook
Tri-Parish of Heatherton, Pomquet
and St. Andrew’s

Baptisms
By appointment,
please phone Fr. Andrew

Marriages
Please call Fr. Andrew at least
12 months in advance to ensure
the marriage course is arranged
Sacrament of Reconciliation
15 minutes before and after
weekday Masses or by
appointment

Mass Intentions
Contact the parish office
to request a Mass offering

Wednesday (9 January) 9:00 a.m. Mass in St. Andrew’s (Joe Gavin)
Thursday
(10 January) 9:00 a.m. Mass in Heatherton (Chisholm MacDonald)
Saturday
(12 January) 4:00 p.m. Mass in Heatherton (Theresa MacDonald)
Sunday
(13 January) 9:00 a.m. Mass in Pomquet
11:00 a.m. Mass in St. Andrew’s (Bernie & William Vosman)
Attention Sacristans: There will be a meeting for all sacristans (for all three churches) on
Monday, 14 January at 7:00 p.m. in the vestry of Immaculate Conception Church. At that
time we will review the duties of the sacristan and consider any changes since we last met.
The “Prayer for Priests, Deacons” for the month of January is now available near the
bulletins. Let us show our love and appreciation for our priests, deacons and others serving in
our diocese, by praying each day.
Church contribution envelopes for the 2019 year are now located for pick up in the churches.
For those who wish to receive a packet of envelopes but are not already on the list you are
asked to please take one of the boxes located near the bulletins. Please ensure that you write
your name, address and phone number on the first envelope you use in 2019 so that your
contribution will be recorded. You may also contact the office if you wish to receive a
packet of envelopes.

It is with great joy that I thank you for being here to share in our Christmas celebrations as we
reflected on the birth of our Lord and stoke the flame of our relationship with Him. As a
Parish family we are a community made possible through our Lord Jesus Christ, in Whom we
are united. This reality means we are deeply connected by something extraordinary and
supernatural, recognizing in each other the nature we share as children of God. Pope John
XXIII remarked, "Mankind is a great, and immense family...This is proved by what we feel in
our hearts at Christmas." It is true that at Christmas it's as if we can physically feel that
indelible spiritual mark which God places on our hearts in the Sacraments. At Christmas, we
feel that pure and intimate familiarity of belonging that is the Lord's hallmark—His comfort
restores our hope in everything. At Christmas, we feel that Love is among us! We don't need
to reserve this feeling for just one season. In fact, the Lord, Love Himself; is among us all
year at Mass and in our relationships with each other. Saint Teresa of Calcutta wrote: "It is
Christmas every time you let God love others through you."
In this New Year, we must nurture, protect and uplift each other, as only family can
do. This year, we will gather each week in thanksgiving for all that God gives us. In return,
He wants us, perhaps now more than ever, to "love one another as He loved us." He wants us,
surely now more than ever, to go out and proclaim Him. To everyone we meet—let us regard
them and care for them as family and share the Good News! Let us open our hearts, enlarge
our boundaries and bring those at the farthest edges, closer. Beginning even here, look to the
brother or sister next to you in the pew. Do not let them leave a stranger. You are each part of
our Parish family, bonded together by a different kind of flesh and blood—one that was born
thousands of years ago but that is living still today, the Body of Christ.
Thank you for welcoming me into your Parish family a year and a half ago. My time here is
truly a blessing for me. I especially thank those who ministered to our Parish throughout the
year and in particular during our Advent and Christmas liturgies. They were truly beautiful.
On a personal note, I thank you for all you Christmas greetings, cards and gifts. I was
overwhelmed by your generosity. God has richly blessed me though all of you. May he
continue to pour out his blessing upon us all in twenty nineteen! Yours in Christ, Fr. Andrew

Faith in God, Faith in our Parish and Faith in our Parishioners. Your kind greetings and
wonderful gifts over the Christmas season of our Lord has given me rejuvenated spark and
hope for my continuing ministry to the Parishioners of the Tri-Parish Grouping. Please accept
my grateful thanks and gratitude for all the gifts that I received from the organizations,
individual parishioners, staff and Pastor of this parish, both in kind and financial. Also,
during my celebrations of the anniversary of my birth 81 years ago I received many heartfelt
and warming greetings. Thank you so much from the bottom of my heart to one and
all. Teresa and I pray that God will be with you all as we begin a new year. Deacon Art

Just a little reminder that the next class for the Confirmation students will be Tuesday, 8 January, at 7 p.m. in the Martha Room at
St. Andrew Church.
Religious Education classes resume for grades 1 to 4 on Wednesday, 9 January, from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Immaculate Conception Parish
A reminder to save your can tabs and postal stamps and drop them off in the containers located on the table near the confessional box.
The Heatherton C.W.L. collect these items to help assist with various missions.
We will be replacing 16 windows in Immaculate Conception Church. The cost for the materials & installation is $5,200/large window and
$4,863/small window. If you would like to donate the amount for the purchase of a window, please contact the chair of our building committee,
Ed MacDonald at 902-386-2756 or email ed.macdonald@ns.sympatico.ca Thank you for your generosity to your Church, Fr. Andrew.

Thank you for your support: 30 December 2018: Regular = $1,075.00
Missalettes = $10.00
New Year’s Day collection: Regular = $190.00 Initial Offering = $90.00

Loose = $56.25
Christmas = $20.00
Initial Offering = $40.00
Solemnity of Mary = $210.00

Christmas = $35.00

St. Andrew Parish News
St. Andrew’s C.W.L. meeting on Thursday, 10 January at 7:00 p.m. in the Martha Room at St. Andrew Church.

We will be replacing the 10 windows in St. Andrew Church. The cost for the materials & installation is $5,000/window. There has been
a wonderful response for donors to help and there are now only 2 chances left to donate a window. If you would like to donate contact
the chair of our building committee, Kenny Boyle at 902-872-4449 or email him at boyle_kenny@hotmail.com
December amounts received for this church project= $5,000.00/$5,000.00/$5,000.00 and $2,500.00 with another $2,500.00
pending. Thank you for your generosity to your Church, Fr. Andrew
Thank you for your support: 25 December collection: Christmas = $1,805.00
Loose = $452.35
Flowers = $60.00
Maintenance = $100.00
Initial Offering = $25.00
Cemetery = $50.00
Giant’s Lake = $40.00
30 December collection: Regular = $1,131.00
Loose = $63.05
Missalettes= $5.00
Flowers = $60.00
Christmas = $205.00
Giant’s Lake = $30.00

Ste. Croix Parish News
Thank you for your support:
30 December collection: Regular: $1,008.00
Missalettes = $345.00
New Year’s Day collection: Loose = $29.00

Loose = $62.00
Cemetery = $65.00
Initial Offering = $260.00

Christmas = $135.00
Flowers = $60.00
Initial Offering = $15.00
Solemnity of Mary = $735.00 Christmas = $255.00

Diocesan News
‘33 Days to Morning Glory!’ Join us in a 33 day program for consecration to Jesus through Mary. Be inspired by the book and DVD’s by
Fr. Michael Gaitley. Beginning on Wednesday, 9 January for six weeks, 1:00 - 3:00p.m. in the vestry at St. Ninian’s parish. For more
information pleas contact Mary Breen at 902-863-4042 or marybreen1950@gmail.com OR Marie Delorey at 902-863-2684 ‘The Virgin
Mary is the “path” that God himself has prepared to come into the world. Let us entrust to Her the expectation of salvation and peace for
all men and women of our time.’ Pope Francis
Youth Ministry - Anniversary 175 Pilgrimage to Montreal - March Break 2019 High School students, grades 10-12, are invited to join
us in Montreal. Visit St. Joseph's Oratory, Notre Dame Cathedral, Biodome, Newman Center (McGill University) in Montreal.
Interested? Contact Norma Blinkhorn or Cathy Walsh at youthministry@dioceseofantigonish.ca by 20 January 2019.

Community News
Last chance to purchase your Club 500 ticket. Tickets are $100 and every number sold will be placed in every draw--works out to $2.00
per draw. Come join us for the first set of draws at a Pub Night on 11 January from 8 – 11 at the Heatherton Community Centre.
Anyone over 19 is welcome. Entertainment will be by Ty Wallace. Free Admission and the bar will be open. If you are in attendance
and your name is on a ticket drawn, you also win a $25.00 gift card.
The Tri-HEART Society is holding its AGM on Sunday, 20 January at 7 p.m. in the Martha Room at St. Andrew’s Church to receive
reports on the Syrian Refugee El Imam and Abo Alhawa families and make some relevant decisions pertaining to the settlement
processes and responsibilities. Also status update of a Family Links application for the Somalian refugee sisters of Farhiyo Salah (Asli
and Saadio) and their 5 children currently refugees in Kenya. This sponsorship is in combination with St Ninian's CARE Society with
SAFE as the Sponsorship Agreement Holder making this an entirely Antigonish effort. Anyone with interest in these sponsorship
endeavours is invited to attend as are new members interested in serving as directors
Catholic Studies at St. F. X. University:
Top 10 reasons you should take Catholic studies –
1. Ponder BIG questions about God, hope, death, love, faith, miracles, good, and evil
2. Discover the extraordinary lives of saints, martyrs, mystics, pilgrims, and popes
3. Explore the relationship between religion and science, from Galileo to the Big Bang theory
4. Enjoy the beauty of Catholic art, architecture, literature, and music
5. Debate moral questions from a theological perspective
6. Deepen your understanding of Scripture, the Sacraments, and the Catechism
7. Acquire informed opinions about controversial Catholic topics in the media
8. Prepare yourself spiritually for a career as a teacher, nurse, doctor, social worker, therapist, lawyer, or coach
9. Follow the international presence of the Church world-wide, in aboriginal cultures, the Orient, Africa, Rome and the Middle
East
10. Learn about the rich history and tradition of Catholicism at St. F.X.
For more information contact: cath@stfx.ca https://www/stfx.ca/academics/arts/catholic-studies

Notice to all parishioners to please remember your parish in your estate planning

